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MINUTES. 



^ TJ»e Introductory Sermon was preached at the arbor of 
H>° no ,fr, Cam P Ground < b y Bro.O. Welch, from John 
!?,,"" '**?*' » truth? 11 on Saturday, 15th September, 
1855, at 11 o'clock, A. M. V ' 

The Association then commenced its twentv-second session 
in the Meeting house of the Cold Water Baptist Church It 
was called to order by Bro. J. A. Collins, the former Moder- 
ator. Bro. J. A. Devotie led in prayer. 

The letters were read by S. G. Jenkins and J. L.M. Curry 
from which it appeared that the following personsSvere au- 
thorized to act as Delegates : 



OHriU'HKfc. 



1st District. 
Friendship, 
Cold Water, 



PELKOATRS. 



W, C. Witt, J. B. Starnes, E IX Lewis. 
W. W. MiittMon. D. Heaton. Win, Heaton. 



Sulphur Springsj.J. Baker. K. Lawrence* W.T. Green.* 
Bethlehem. M liiuuwr l,.r,r.... w. ........ t a 1 



Bethlehem. 
Antioeh, 
Halt Creek, 
Salem, 
Blue Eye, 
Refuge, 
New Hope. 
Trout Creek, 
2d Dint ha. 
Lebanon, 
Good Hope, 
] feplizibah, 
Talladega, 
Tallasehatcbk, 
Kymulga, 
Mount Zion, 
Fort Williams, 
Pine Spring, 
Big Spring. 
Spring Creek, 
Macedonia, 
Mt. Pleasant, 
Coosa Valley, 
Mt. Ararat, 
Liberty, 
Crooked Creek, 
Concord, 
Uaccbet Creek. 
Rocky Mount, 
Pleasant Hill, 
Union, 



M. Gakkktt. Jordan Wiijjamr, J. B. Rhodes. 
S. G. Jrvkimr, A. Waldrop, A, Coobrau. 
h. Adams, T. W. Gun, W. Maytield. 
E. Martin. A. Elston. U. Dnlaney. 
J.H. Franklin, T. C. Wood, J. Kmbfv.* 
H. D. Achrr, Wm. McCain. W. M. Uenvers* 
BR E. Dollar, R. Dollar * J. A. Dollar* 
No representation. 



J. L. M. Curry, W. H. Sims. S. Hall. 

H. E. Tai.iapkrho, W. R, Stone. D. B. Elliott, J.IIeaden, 

I iios. Cali.ky * W. fx.wvey, M. Morris. 

O. AVkloh.L. W. Lawler, S. Morris. 

T. L. Pope, J. Floker, Z. Boaz* 

W. Runyan * W. M Pennington * 

J. Bi-LLixuTON, G. Hill. B. Fluker. 

D. Wallis, H. Poj)e, M. S. Bennett. 

Not represented. 

J. M. Scott, W. E. Posey, J. M. Kidd * 

J. R. Cole, L. J. Baker* W. W. Kidd* 

/. M. Rwulle* J. H. Poser, D. H. Thweatt. 

H. W. Lyzbr, E. G. Cook,* J. P. Fullmer* 

J. A. Coijmns, S. Kilgore, S. Florence. 

J. Toland, D. Pinkston. J,Ceorge.* 

W. M. Richards, M, Maulden, .1. R. Wellbora. 

Not represented. 

J. W. Caldwell. W. Davis, E. Bice. 

J. Hawthorn. F. Led better.* 

W. B. Co.\.\Ki.u A. M Notrvt, W. R. Owen*.* 

J. J. Daniell * W. Brook*,* B. <). Williamson * 

A. Walden. R . Shaddij^ J. McClintock* 

N otk.— A * denotes absentees. fJrdameTuim£ter 3 iu sjuliTcapitals • 
Licentiates iu italics. ,- 
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The Association proceeded to ballot for officers, by appoint- 
in? brethren A. Williams. P. M. Law, and John Wiltner for 
Tellers. The Teller* announced for Moderator, J. M. Scott, 
and for Clerk. J. L. M. Curry. - J 

Visiting miniaturing brethren were invited to participate 
in the delibeiatipns, and the invitation was accepted by Bro. 
.1. H. Devotie, President of the Board of Domestic Missions; 
Bro.F. M. Law. Depository Agent of the Alabama Baptist 
Bible vSociccy ; Bro. Willis B. Jones, of Tuskcgee Associa- 
tion ; Bro. Carroll and Bro. John Wilmcr. 

Delegates from Corresponding Associations were received : 

From Canaan, Bro. A. J. Waldrop and minutes, 

From Shelby, Bro. J. D. Teague and minutes. 

Froan Arbacoochy, Brs. Martin H$. Northcutt, Cropon and 

minutes. n . . 

From Tallasehatchie, Bro. W. N. Chandler and minutes. 

From Liberty, Bro. J. B. Jenkins and minutes. 

From Ten Islands, Bros. E. T. Smith. G. C. Whatlev. P. 
Archer. D. Nunnclly, S. Kellcy, A. Andrews, T. K. Cook 
and minutes. . . 

The arrangement of Devotional Exercises was left with the 

Tent Holders. L . 

Brethren Coljins and Taliaferro requested to be excused 

from preaching. the Missionary Sermon, on to-morrow, and 

. suggested tha£ their place be supplied by the appointment of 

Bro". Devotie^' The suggestion was concurred in and Bro. 

Devotie appointed. . 

Qn motion, it was ordered, that the money received at the 
public collection on to-morrow be paid over to the Domestic 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, unless 
the contributors specified a different objeet. 

The following Committees were appointed : 

On Finance— Lawler, Stone, Hill. 

On Documents— Williams, Collins, Pope, Moderator and 

Clerk. <■■■ J U1 .. 

On Circular Letter— Taliaferro, McCain.Bulhngton, Moms, 

J. H. Posey. _ M 

On Obituaries— Collins, Taliaferro, Welch and Morns. 
Adjourned to Monday morning, 8 o'clock. Prayer by Br. 

J. A. Collins. 

% Lord's Day, Sept. 10th, 1855. 

Religious services wore conducted during the day bv Brs. 
Waldrop, Devotie, Taliaferro. Collins, Martin and Hill.- T 
After the Missionary Sermon at 11 o'clock, by Bro. Devotie, 
a collection wa* taken, amounting to $116.34) in cush, and 
$...... in pledgee*. 
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Monday Morning, 8 O'clock. 
The Association was called to order tiki the Moderator 
led in prayer. 

The roll was called andnbsentecs marked. 

APPOINTED -CORRESPONDENCE. 
To Canaan Association, Wm. McCain, H. W. Inzer. Wm. 
Kidd. 

To Tallasehatchie, Jenkins, Witt, Williams, Collins, Gar- 
rett. Mattison. 

To Central, Collins, Bnllington, Welch, Cu ry, CrobS, 
Wallis. 

To Liberty. Jenkins, Collins, Daniel. 

To Arhacoochy. Richards, Martin, Williams. 

To Ten Islands, Williams, Witt, Garrett, Martin, Collins, 
Jenkins, Mattison. 

To Shelby, Scott, Welch, Rawdon, Hill. 

To State Convention. Taliaferro, Cnrrv, Jenkins. Collins, 
Fluker, Bullington, Welch, Garrett, Lawler, Headen, Wil- 
liams, Fluker, Cross, Reynolds, Joiner, VVilmcr, Stone. Jones, 
McCain, Achcr. 

Bro. Welch was appointed to write the letter of corres- 
pondence. 

STANDING RESOLUTIONS. 

_ Resolved, That any member of this body present at tlie State Conven- 
tion, or any Association with which we correspond, is authorized to' present 
himself as a corresponding Messenger. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer shall pay out monov sent for Amociational 
purposes only to. Treacher* attending Convention or sister Associations. 
^ Letters of Dismission to join other Associations were 
granted to Sulphur Springs and Mount Ararat Churches. 

An clcctiou was held for the following positions, and the 
Tellers announced the result : To preach the Introductory Sir- 
fnon. Bro. Wm. McCain; Bro. Taliaferro alternate. To 
preach the Missionary Sermon, Bro. S. G. .Jenkins ; Bro. J. 
A. Collins alternate. To write the Circular, Bro. J. Bollmg- 
ton ; J.L. M. Curry alternate. 

The Committee on the Circular reported*, that having ex- 
amined the Letter, they approve it, and recommend that it 
be read by the autlior. Bro. Levi W. Lawler then read the 
Circular, and it was adopted and ordered to be printed. — 
[See Aprp mlix A.J 

The following resolutions were offered, and after remarks 
by Brs. Wc'ch, .Jones and others, were adopted : 

JUtUved, J h-t we highly approve both I he spirit and ability which Bro. 
h. Henderson has rviiiccd in the lute discussion iu the "Soiitn- Western 
Baptist" with lt.-v. K. J. Ha.nill, of the questioivls Methodist Episcopacy 
in its nature and tendency anti democratic and anti-republr. -.1 ?' and re- 
<juest, that it be published us early as practicable in a more duiable form. 

Resolved, Tint we recommend the •• south- Western Baptist,'" published 



in Tmkcp'c. at 82 «0 per annum, and «dited liv hilder S. denderson, 
every family in onr Association us eminently worthy of their patronage 

The Il<»j>ort of the Committee on Temperance was rea 
uiifl adopted. 

The Committee to revise the Constitution reported a ne 
Constitution, which after some amendments, was adopted.- 
\ See Appendix B. | 

A letter and Circular from Bro. A. C. Dayton, Secretar 
ot the Bible Board of S. B. C. was read, when the following 
resolutions were offered by Bro. F. M. Law, Agent of Alii 
bnma Baptist Bible Society : 

AWmf. Thut this Association fully recognize the importance of circv 
fatting the .Sacrwl Scriptures iiniongst those who are destitute of the pn 
eious word of Lift*, ami t..at we recommend our Churches and bretluvi 
within our bounds to aid with their means this important work. 

/feWtW, That we now proceed to take up a collection to aid in circulat 
rng »"*■ ""w. with our Denominational and other religious literature, it 
our own State. 

After remarks by Brethren Law. Devotie and Williams 
the resolutions were adopted and a collection was taken up 
amounting to $51.95. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Bro. Devotie. 

Tuesday Mornixg, 8 O'clock, 

Agreeable to adjournment, the Association met, and prayer 
was offered by Bro. Welch. 

Business was, on motion, suspended temporarily to afford 
an opportunity of organizing an Associational Bible Society, 
as auxiliary to the Alabama Baptist Bible Soeietv. The So- 
ciety was formed and a Constitution adopted.— [See Appendix 

Business was resumed and it was voted to hold the next 
Association at Wcwokee Camp Ground, and to commence on 
Saturday before the first Sabbath in September, 1856. 

The Report of the Board of Directors of the -'Baptist 
Male High School'' was called for and read. . 

REPORT OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

The Board of Directors of the "Baptist Male High School" at Talladega , 
have pleasure in .-.ibiiiitting their fourth annual Report to the Association . 
rhc p i>t year has Urn one of unusual interest as testing, in some degree, 
tl»e wisdom of the Association in starting this enterprise. Its success de- 
monstrates its practicability and encourages like vigorous efforts lor the 
future. Pbe itext session opens to-day (tiie 17th.) in the new building— 
J tot. John Wduicr is retained a.v Principal, and this is the best recommen- 
dation we can »i\v. He will be assisted, for the present, by Mr:l>. C. 
Williams, » graduate of Mercer University in Georgia, who has had some 
exporiei) e in tone'ting. and '•rin-js the most s itis.actorv testimonials of 
ri|K.- sehohnvhip. success in teaching and christian integrity. Other Assist- 
ants will bo emph yd, as necessity dictates. 

The School Buil liifr is nearly completed, and the Boardj can refer to it 
with pride, a< unsurpassed in adaptcdiiess to the object of Is construction 
aud architectural beauty by any building in the State.- The giuutid* will 
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Veil be paled and ornamented and beautified. Pr'sks an 1 seats constructed 
w.school rooms, not destructive of the health and comfort of pupils have 
•*n purchased. Chart.-, Maps, Blackboards and Apparatus have | wu 
.-•n-ided,— to which additions will fc made, as your Board are determined 
* ■£■ a '"™ h Scl,0 °l. surpassed by none in the .Southern States for the 
oilities afforded tor furnishing solid and useful education. 
In fulfilling the purposes ot its founders, the Directors have fell justified 
y the success ol the Institution iu inviting every Preacher iii the Assoc ia- 
on to send one of his sons to the School, free of tuition charges Jt w 
>ped that most Of our ministers will find it convenient and profitable to 
»ep one of th ir sous at the School. 

The "School" Is beginning thus early to diffuse its beuefits. Six Tench- 
's have gone from its halls, and as special attention is given to those who 
•wire to make teaching a urolession, we calculate upon 1,0 inconsiderable 
>od from elevating the standard of qualifications required tor a Teacher 

Ml sending young meu out in the world to engage iu the noble work of 
istructing the young. 

Our people are too cireless about the qualifications of those who teach 
leir children and stead, for the time, in the place of parents. Men basin 
.bgently tor a good bl tcksmilh to shoe a horse, or for a good carpenter to 
idd a house, but are comparatively indifferent about him who trains the 
.tellect, the conscience and the will. VVr are excessively devoted to mate- 
ul .interests apparently h)!getting that these high schools are sufoguards 
r civil ire&Jom, exercise a wisely conservative influence upon society, pro 
- ide rich instruciiou for large nunibeis and give au impulse to popular 
ducat, „ an, I extend a salutary influence ujwn the common schools of the 
onntry. There is no autagonism, but a mutual relation of dependence 
•etw.*m the common and the high School. Each io turn begets the other, 
lie High School draws its aliment from the common school, and in return 
inches and elevates the common school. Those, who go forth with a 
.beral education ami sound principles from our colleges and high schools 
.opnlarize education and contribute to the elevation of the maRsess. Filly 
tiousaud graduates have gone forth from the colleger of our Union, ami no 
ne can estimate the amount of positive good done in the various relations 
t society by these men. 

i Some additions, by contributions, have been made to our Library and 
'tu\ °- lVil,ieraK VVe still invite contributions of Books, Minerals 
.bells, fossils, &c, to aid us iu our Library and Cabinet. We take pleas- 
re in acknowledging our special obligations to Mr. R. It. Huuley of 
•uelby county for a large and valuable collection of minerals. 

Hie death of 'William Curry caused a vacaucy in the Board, and his 
laco was supplied by the election of Hugh G. Barclay. The vacancy 
.*£*£& l he ""nova! of J. M. Roberts has been tilled by the election of 
'• '• Whitley. JAMES HE ADEN', 

President of Board. 

After the Report was read, the Association en^ao-od in 
trayer, being led by Bro. McCain . 

The Treasurer submitted Ins Annual Report, and Wade H 
jiins was re-appoiuted Treasurer. 

The Committee on Documents presented their Report 
.Inch after remarks from Taliaferro, Collins and Headen' 
as adopted. 

Report of the Committee 

OX LETTERS AND DOCLMEMS, 
1 he Committee regret that the Chorea*, adhere to a stertolvped plan of 
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writing tbpir letters, and apparently try to communicate ait little us posni- 
in*'. . As we meet lor the iuterchauge of anWtious— to eujoy Christian 
cnniinuiinii and to promote [.radical piety and Christian graces in ourselves 
and the Churches, the Letters might give information upon inuny points of 
: ntcrest not now alhid -' to. An- Surday Schools kept up? Is family 
..raycr maintained ? Do the spiritual wants of the Blacks receive proper 
ittciition ? Have con. i«. i table church edifices bet n elected '■ Are minister!* 
•rowing in qualiticutii ns fur their work, and is proper ministerial support 
provided ? 

The yew past has been one of affliction and trial. Disease, death and 
nn unexampled drouth have rebuked the jieople. Many good brethren and 
sisters have paid the lust debt, but it is gratifying evidence of the mercy of 
'««k1, that all of the Preachers, but one; have ucjeii spared. One ordination 
\* iv|»orted, and but two licentiates. The harvest is plenteous, but the 
lubonrs are trw. 

From a comparison if the statistics of the churches, we find an absolute 
decrease of members. \\ hat an alarming thought ! Few refreshing sea- 
sons of grace ure alluded to — all deplore their coldness and barrenness and 
beseech the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In humility and dependences 
it becomes us to inquire, why God has withdrawn his favor? What tin 
inducement lor more fervent prayer, more self-denial- — more dependence, 
more faith ! 

A lew churches report the existence of Sunday Schools and Bible 
Classes. These auxiliaries of the preached word — these God-blessed means 
of grace — cannot receive too much encouragement. A crying sin of tlie 
ayre i* the sinful disregard and profan ition ot the Lord's Day and its dese- 
cration to secular purposes. The young cannot be too early taught to res- 
pect it. Sunday Schools arc a means to this end, while they have been 
blessed to the ingathering of many into the Church. Baptists should not 
be negligent in bringing up children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, as from their denial oi' infant baptism and infant membership, they 
ure often accused of neglecting the young. 

There is one omission in the letters, which your committee cannot pass 
over in silence. The total amount contributed for Domestic Missions is 
Fifty Dollars. Besides tins, many of the churches have contributed to Br. 
desse A. Collins, the Agent for the Southern Domestic Mission Bonrd. — 
Not one cent for Foreign or Indian Missions, or Bible Distribution. Woe 
to them that are at ease iu Ziou. God. in temporal things, has greatly 
blessed the members ot our churches, but their gifts are greatly dispropor- 
tionate to their means This cannot be attributed entirely to parsinioni- 
msiiess, and therefore an excuse must be sought after in the want of study 
—the want of light — the want of a proper knowledge of christian duty 
»nd obligation. Very incorrect and narrow views must be entertained.— 
Half-way religion is not acceptable to God. We have need to be taught 
that it is our duty to give, when Christ said it was a blessed privilege. — 
When we do give it is sparingly, just enough to satisfy a sleepy conscience. 
"Cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a malt and sacrificeth unto 
he Lord a currupt (diseased) thing." j 

Your committee fear that giving is regarded as a matter of charity, when! 
it ought rather to lie considered as a high privilege and duty. It is a noble 
privilege to be allowed to co-operate with God. "It is more blessed to give 
".nun to receive." Giving is no less a duty than prayer, and all Christian 
Juties are exalted privileges. The least service done, a cup ol ookl water 
given, is, so to speak, comforting to the Saviour. Christian benevolence 
cannot be dispensed with, nor neglected ; if cannot be done or left undone, 
as suits the caprice of the moment ; it enters into the christian character 
and is essential \o iu tight condition. God graciously permits ns to honor 
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him by giving while, a* in oil othop duties, it I* oo„n|*l M « A i _r 
promise. It U a merciful coriftscynjuon in the In2oJ^ ,W * ,n? 

b e« our gifts. W e bold our property bv „T i 'hi if J K5** ,,ml 

Hui benefit and for the rood of Hi, oJ i<«. H L . V\ a . e tm *** lor 

Our contributions "hS not b»1£Zd?b5 S3 ? "* """^ 
but .,..em«tic: not bv SSSJyfhSTSEH&^Cfe "5 rW""* 
labor* love. The church at EHST^ re tenedTrWll'lf ' / * a " " 
The Corinthians were exhorted to abound lT £ srfce rf W* S^ W * V 
pays the ApoBile, ««,ye know the grace of our Lrf jEX* • , ' u ; ralit . v -7^, 
he ■»« ur W , et fo^ your -^^Tb^^^^i:^!^^. 1 *^ 
my might be rich." The teaching of thJ E )C - lh ' m * fc hfa P ov " 

live. Fie that k»0weth to do bf MatfeVlwIS Ti V T, a " d s, » th ^'«- 
I eitou with manv stripes." ^ Xf ffi ni£ L^ **** ? ,,ot sha11 "* 
Lord, and that which he hath given will !' 2? v tbd ^ ,e " dcth t0 ** 
which feekfel ami John saw were fid In ! J £ J m V^l **• a "^ Js - 
rdge and the quick.*** ^h which rhov r' <>x P Pef!S,ve «* their knowl 
Master's will ; q ail d had ^*!^^^^ e ^*^" ,W ^ of »* 
with which they hu.r/to'IntacS S&.^STt^S'"^^^ 
tm^hould be watchful of eve, 7 hJcatSn /^JSJ^R** 

presenting KaJS^SSjftSi IvZ ^ KSf fidd8 are U « i,v 
lion and \o.ue «SJ \oVw tv Son'i -T. ^'-^ '° r **** "* 
h » <iuty, no. * he fc be ATfl^^fija t0 £»* *"» 
ult.es. Agencies have been and will lw. Si T ?° Wers a,Kl f * c " 
ugmciea No compulsory power i h»»JT?' £ ^ m,U ~ ro,a ,hosp 

quarter. Popery, against wfafcfa onr ^iSl^S ° f c,u,st 1 ,,imt y f ™» anotl,er 
..one of its e Xe rtion S fo hovx- up itT ot f H^ ZT2 ■ be t0 ° active ' ■■* 
superstition, and to put off 'SZv l\\^f^n° f T 0r . WCC ' errora ^ 
d od hasten ! The church S unfkil hf„| „/ f0ret ° !d , ext ! nc tion, which mav 
legitimate efforts to X ZTS Si' fl ,£f ,p «S derelict, to omit ail 
Bib !e, the preaching of^o^ObriSSS-^ • w™^™ of the 
literature, ire all ^nwj^SwhSWfT^f'^S and a chri(ltia n 
cf^ and extend the," £" I kith t fc* .^ W«wd ; and to in- 
required. ' ' ' er ' ai,(J u,tb u,,d contribution* aj . c ^^ md 

tontributiugragularlvand sratemnti,,ii. ♦ IT tt . e the °PPortuuity of 

JORDAN WILLIAMS, Ch'm. ' 
i he Committee on Domestic Mission* report 
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Missions We aw sufficient I v acquainted with the piety and real of onr 
ministry to Justify the »>elief that if every church and community, however 
poor, would be liberal according to their ability, they would have regular 
preaching. We reoommend the continuonce ol un Executive Board to 
receive and dispose of the proceeds of the 'Jcnkiiii fund" and other funds, 
which may come into their bunds. 

The Report was acoeptcd and adopted. The former Exec- 
utive Committee was continued, supplying the vacancy caused 
by the death of Win. Curry, with Bio. Matthew Turner. 

Tlie Executive Committee reported, that, for the present 
year, they had appropriated the fund on hand to feeble 
churches, viz. : to Trout Creek, $14 ; to Salt Creek, $15 . to 
Rocky Mount, $17 ; making all $4ti 00. 

The Committeo on Obituaries was allowed time after ad 
journment to prepare their Report and furnish it to the Clerk 
to be printed in the Minutes.--[fi!f6 Appendix ]>.] 

To report to tho next Association Committees were ap- 
pointed : • .. L „..„. „ ... 

Un Domestic Missions, Collins, Lawler, Williams, Bulling- 

ton, Witt, Acher. - . „ 

Ou Sabbath Schools, Williams, Garrett, McCain, Martin, 

Mattison. «.».„'« T tt 

On Alabama Baptist Bible Society, Taliaferro, Curry, J. H. 
Posey, Richards, Inzer, Morris, f. 

Voted, that the Clerk receive Twenty Dollars for his ser- 
vices and distribute the Minutes to the Churches, in propor- 
tion to tho money sent up by them for that purpose. 

Voted, that the churches be requested to send up more 
money for printiug the minutes, and to designate in future, 
the money sont up for 4, Associational purposes" as for •'Cor- 
respondents." 

The Book Committee made a verbal report, recommending 
the continuance of the Committeo, and the necessity of so 
enlarging and using the funds, as to employ a Colporteur 
within our bounds. Pending tho consideration of the Re- 
port, the following resolution was introduced, and, after dis- 
iussion by Brothors Law, Headen, McCain, Collins and 

others, adopted : . 

Resolved, iW this Association will unite and co operate with the Ala- 
bama Baptist Bible Society in prosecuting the work of Bible and Book 
distribution in oar own State, and that our fuuds be turned over to said 
Society to build up our State depository ; and that we require the Society 
to place within our bounds a laborer to perform this work tor us. 

The Executive Committee were authorized to act withBro, 
Law, the Agent, in securing the services of a suitable Col- 
porteur to labor in our Associational limits. 

Voted, that the collection taken up on Sabbath be paid 
over to Bro. Jesse A. Collins, the Agent for the Board of 
Domestic Missions, 
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The Committee on Finance, through tln.ir Chairman, Bro. 
Lawlcr, reported as follows i 

Amount received for Printing the Minute*: 
From the Churches, 
From Dudley Hnow, 
For Associationul purposr*, 
Fro.a Talladejru Church, Trustee of the Jenkins 
Benevolent Fund, 

From Public Contributions 
For Alabama Baptist Bible Society, 
Indian Minions. 
Home Colored Mission, 
Domestic Mission. 

Total paid to the Treasurer, g 323 75 

The Moderator appointed Distributing Agents i 

1st district, U. Du'anv. 

2d" C.R.Cross. 

S " «t, F. Hawdon and Wm. Kidd. 

4th " J. tt. Wellborn. 

The customary resolution of thank* to the Tent Holders 

for their kindness and hospitality was passed, and then the 

Assoeiatioin joined in singing, were led in pravcr by Bro. 

Jordan Williams, and adjourned to meet at Wewoka* Camp 

Ground on Saturday before the 1st Sabbath in September, 

*«»• J. M. SCOTT, 

_ , ,, Moderator. 

J. L. M. CtmnY, Clerk. 
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APPENDIX. 



APPHNIMXA. 
Circular Letter* 

The space allotted to a "circular .letter" is inadequate to the fail discus 
dion of any important question connected With the Christian religion, or 
affecting l lie salvation of sinners. It is therefore onh* proposed on this oe- v 
Casion t<> address u few stt^^ttoit-' to the ntcritbers o? the churched com putt* 
lug this Association, intimately connected with their OWn good, and looking 
also to the interests of the uuregcueratc. 

It is obvious that religion is either on the wane or standing still. It is 
certainly not advancing in this portion of the country. The statistics of 
our chinches forl>id Silch a conclusion. Moreover, our UWn observation 
toadies Us that the church itself is in a very lukewarm state, and that sin- 
ners manifest the most painful indifference us to their Kite beyond the tonibi 
Our ministers labor as earnestly, aealously and faithfully us heretoft»re, Out 
with upparently little ettejt. (something is wrong. Perhaps the fault litw 
at the rloof of the Church. If so, it behooves tis to uroti*e t'i-t tn out' 
lethargy, and to enter at once upon a close and honest examination of out' 
selves, and ascertain whether or not we be Its the faiUl. 

We arc tauglit in the Dibit! lh;d in the world to which We are nil hasten* 
lug. hut Which is How invisible to tin, the lliir of distinction between taint 
and sinner is broad and well defined. It should be comparatively so in this 
world, hut is such the fact l every One, even the most casual o!*«ervcf ( must 
answer in the negative. The line Which separates the church and the worftl 
Is so faintly drawn in many places as to be scarcely pei'Uptiblo. The truly 
pious christian (for - here and there one is to be found ) is made to weep oii 
ac«5oitnt of the declension of religion : while the sinner, on the ether Laud, 
is ready to take advantage of it. and add infidelity to Impiety. 

Form and nsttdlhJtiuu have itt a great measure supplanted devout worship 
and christian meekness. The love of the World has • obscured the love 
Which we should cherish for a higher and more Worthy oluect-— tl e Saviour: 
of sinners. 

If this He a faithful portraiture of thu state of Christ iuuity at this time, 
tloes i l iu»t become every memlier of the elntleh, for himself, sod tor the 
good of the cause which he has "espoused, and the Success of which he |«r»> 
fiisses to have at heart, to llUpiire . Whether he. has discharged kin (hilfj 1 — 
Let him inquire whether his own heart is right before (jotr— whether la i.is 
the evidenced within him— Dible evidences --that he is indeed a child of 
grace ; n'sd if he hid liilliBelf in si.th a t< i dith ti i.s H> ti.tttte t tuibl i li . 
hit hint flee to Christ, by prayer and supplication. Without th lay 

There is a responsibility renting upon Chrislildis. trpeeially ihe tl .risl.'atw 
of Am Tien, winch ir is lo be feared is not fully understood or iq>prc» i 1 1« d< 
There is no ehiss of people on the "lobe so highly favored us th.se v. I es« 
heal* s have b.-eii renewiti"by the prticC of (b.tl : ntu any Who oVve so u.inll 
to the source i»t' their honor and distinction. 

It would Ik- a Work of siqtcrarogui.iou in thif* letter to elide; lake to iw 
press Von with the magnitude of '.he love Id', the bather, i V net d ly liie 
girt ••! his .Soil i and of tin* Son, as revealed w' his sufferings «nd t.cutlii 
f >r tin; redemption of lall'.'u man. Every church m< .noer who r ads his 
IbliL-. or ntle.idi divine Wofship is enlightened on this s iliject ; and if' he 
has given it due thought, mast have some conception of th • « bligatiouj 
Widen such disutcre-tcd and exaited love imposes upon xitjftu mot. 

(J i.l has appointed means for the timversiuti-of the w. fid lie Chnn 1l 
la the Medium, and tvety member compo.-mg It lwa u j uit lo pcrloiui In the 
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grtart Work TmTlvi.lu.il aynoiisibility cannot be transTorred frolli irttr hi 
another. Dy our <L-eds we arc to stand or fail. Vt* imc been created to.' 
^m«7«*f tK< Creator, and it in a fearful thing to disregard a Know.. 

tiny, or to wilfully rum-un gnoraitt «if wt,at the Ira.! tv.pti.-cs of us. J,i 

this world excuses and explanations ftrV reagfol bv Ml >a from bid fcllow- 
tnaii. tor acts Of bail faith and injuria ; aild even the* jh.-i.aity of the ift* is 
Itftoii evaded ; but no mm Will d uv approach thti judjute.it stvt of Christ 
»itd plead ftirgiifetKsa n»r x the wilful neglect .if duty. 

In vie. V of the foregoing WO pr mound the inquiry hi every honest heart, 
Whatsbmihl we do? V\\« aiHWer in the language of the Saviour in hi* 
jHciiiuniWo sermon ofl the .UoU.lt, "Lot yoilr light so shine before mutt that 
Ihey may *% ; your go nl.Works and glorify Vi itr tfathpr w,.ich is in bentwi? 
I his is ft plain but very OoiUprOheiwiv'c command, and he who ilisn-aards it 
<i!lm-uV strong evidence that ho in yet in the gall of bitumens. 

i he many way« i,i which our Hirht may Ik- made ttl f,hii.e cannot lie cmV 
meffttoJ m the spue- of a let tor ; but the honest enmlirer after trull. Will 
find .10 diffleulty III ascertaining his duty If he Will carefully and pravel'lully 
consult the Scripture*. l ' ' 

Industry Am\ frugality are comrnelidabie: tltc tkwire to accumulate 
Weilth. or to acquire fame, is not to bo condemned if the object be to gi. * 
rily Clod. 2Vu man Imp it more in his power hi snlwrne and promote U.e 
i iiuse of fjhrwt than the piou* <dufesillaii. frow much good could either 
M flu: rflttttHuud trm uf AimrfUh Btntcsmen. lately wtMupini to the lulub, 
have accomplished fur the church, had they bee!> a.; ufutu as thev were HUt* 
licit and patriotic I 

It is right 4iinl proper that our bet* men- christian hici^-shuual be put 
in office; uml ro fit* trolli their obligations Hi let their light shine before 
toon I dig (limiiiishe.1, as promiiiceeo and distinction iiie wiun them- flay 
ure <imx It enhanced. v ' 

8. *U » of the man of wealth. He has the hoWef to do good ..ml ]| be 
bun h; talent, woe tibto him ! th»d will a* ceioiinly Visit his dmnlea^no 
Upon ...in as he dai Upon the imfoi tuuatc mai. in the 'parable o! the Micliis i 
yea noire. *or in that wise btlt little had bectt give... and eVeii thai iitUe Had 
taken away bevnitrvu had not been improved. 

No man can eumpiaiu of the Want of object* on which to beiUow h* 
benevolence; nor sinmld a brother rt«t under tl'twulr beeau.^ |... im.v iiot 
have contributed to .. single object us libeWlLy us hi, mcun.s woulo UiU 
parently itntiw.fe' his abiiily to o'o Some Hie, p.cfii- Olic ol.jccf ma] «itne 
»oiotlicr. Mimic choose to eoutt'nVute ffcif conirilmtfotiN upon one .«• two 
t.l the »mtt moral .Hid reli-ious ei.fei prizes i!i wliid. o..r dcu.anie.li.on m 
Miuagcif, while Oilicrs dtim it b-.eit to jfire «#fiR.*tb»i« to ail. I*t (V.ry 
loan give am^tjumsfy to any Or ail of our noljle objects of liemudemv, 
irhicmtieni.tr (S„i t/ lt Clfl . , f J^r.i;,;, ,,, l . nu . ,, jliiil / f/ , (/ ' 

Theductrnie to Whid, \ VU all sul.serliH. Uvuit.v- r)e«rlv faugh! its the 
fbbie. tnat Of linn, to who,.. iii.Hih j s H ivt-i, will .Ulieli l.v r. (oiin 'I uj.pli, , 
with upial force to the m „, of weaith, irf talents, ol ,,.*,( ii,.,i auU Of urfhi- 
Oiieo. L •! thoso (Mi.upuia- t'.ieh ela.<-; look Well to Hieir respu. i*>bllH f. 

HM the man of \,n»all meaiin haa obligations *'*•, and wuh as he eann-t 
tlisregaul on the plea of indigence. Meu are r..|idhd «ti give accoidu." to 
wlnt they haVe. Hud the ll.ltO uf the pool- mall, as hi the' cu-s» .-t the p.„,r 
walov «r,, *• e rttfriuiitioii is mi approviujily im-Ulbwhil in the Sc:M| ltl ,r< •: 
W..i lie as acve{,....bie in tl.v sight of «.<o«l us the i.mtiiKi • nc«{ ol hito who 
posse*** aim.i.i.Oice — iadicd more s-i. 

hi iti.e rosp.-ci we all -falld upon a Common plaM'orm; We all have it in 
our p.i-i-er to gorily Cod tslld con.-tialn sinnu.. to h pent, bv alt ordeilv 
wak au-l ,uo-l y convcr-atiou. Kve.y child .f grace can cAimplilc the 
beauty, the puWi i and the- luryuf U!l;^liaiulv bv their ptlfeoimi tkpiaf 
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ttl ml. They can «• jrtut In their il.Mliiv.r4 with their fellow-men : chaste 
tn their cm Vara ilioi : tim -ly in their admonitions ; temperate : assiduous 
In their visits to the poor mill the afflicted: pruirtpt in . their attendance 
Upon ilivino worship : devout in their religions exercises — alwavs weari»" 
u cheerful countenance in their intercourse with the world, such as is in- 
spired by the christian's hope. 

These arc graces in the christian'* character, which, if reflected us they 
ought to bj, will constrain the ungodly to admit that Jhsre is virtue in the 
religion of Christ, ami that its paths are the path* of peace. lint there is 
something for the church to do a* a church, to give lustre to "the christian 
character. In the first place, it should look well to its purity. If there lie 
members in it who are unworthy, let them be excluded— not, however, until 
nil has been done which the Jlible tenches should be done to reclaim a 
brother who has fallen Into error, or has been overcome by temptation. 
JJut if any member, after the church shall have done its duty, continue in 
the commission of acta at variance with christian propriety, he should be 
6X|ieHcd. Jt is better for the church, for the offending brothel himself, and 
for the great object fcr which the church wan Instituted, that wholesome 
discipline be excreted. Chrlsthuiity has often been wounded bv its nra 
leet. " ° 

I n the second place, provide Well for your Pastors. "The laborer is 
worthy of his hire," tani the, .Savior When he commissioned the seventy 
disciples to. preach the gospel : and the Apostle Paul, in one of his letters 
to the Corinthians, says : - Kven so hath the Lord ordained thut they which 
preach the .< i ospel should live of the Gospel."' This being done, yon hare 
a right to claim his time ; and let that time be spent in the study, in the 
pulpit, atld In visits to Ids flock. Let Ministers and piople each act in such 
manner u* to divest the .other of all excuses for not living in the full dis- 
charge of christian duty. IrX church members uphold the hands of their" 
Pastors — etleourage ihem by your presence ut your church and protracted 
meetings— by your prayers ami yotir «yinj>uthies : and. in turn let the pastor 
le d hid flock from the pulpit by dispensing the pme word of tied, mid at 
their oWh dwel.iljgs by conversation and prayer. 

Finally, brethren, cultivate a spirit of brotherly love. Christ snys, "This 
M my Commandment : Th.' t ye love one another as 1 have lovid you." Mark 
the standard of love which heer. cts! t)h 1 thut the full import of that 
comma ml CRtihl be impressed upon every Haptist to whom thin tetter is ad- 
dressed ! Who can measure or compute the love of Christ for us! lie 
say;. "Greater love hath Ho man thun this, that a man lay down his life lor 
his /ru-ials.." And vet the Saviour did more, lie died fof subjects in re- 
bellion ! Oh! the height and tiic depth of the love of a benignant Uod 
f r sinful man '. And shall we, in the fu-e of all this,— we, the recipients oi 
Mien imp ir dolled love— set at defiance his injunction to love otic another, 
and instead thereof engage in strife, wrangling and contention, and thus 
■ crucify to ourselves the Son of Uod afresh," and put the Great Authoi of 
the G«»spe| to an ojk-ii shame? God forbid. 

Then rather let us trim out' luiiljis, relic 1 " the u)b and ettttt* with nsioab- 
Jed vigor upon our journey to the land of Canaan. Chri.-t says the Church 
is the salt of the earth and the light of the world.. Head Matthew v. 13- 
lf». and ponder well its meaning. What a paradi.-e on earth wo might 
have if christians would live in the full discharge of duty. We do not. 
profess the doeirin- of SanetinYation as Interpreted bv one communily if 
christians ; but we lielieVe that it is the inestimable privilege and imperative 
dnt\ of ail christians to -grow in giacc, and in the knowluhc ol our L*a*J 
mid Saviour Jesus Christ." Delude not yourselves \vilh the idea that you 
'•an be saved by faith alone. -Faith without works is dead." Strive to 
attain ix.rlc.aiou. Struggle Ibr it as though it were' attainable iu this hie. 



is 



■* 



• -" 






15 

in the highest degree ; bnt in the mean time do not forgot tho source from 
whence eometh every good and ev°cry perfect gift. 

The conclusion from the precedin»: desultory suggestions may l*o summed 
up in this: Increased spirituality in the Church, and diminished love of the 
world. Will not the Baptists of the Coosa liner Associntion make this 
an era in their history— one to which they may refer with satisfaction in 
after days, as the time when the ehurch aroused fiom its lethargy, put on 
the armor of Christ, went forth in the name of its great Head, conquering 
and to conquer ; subduing sim putting to flight the wicked, cn!urj£m»r l ho 
larders of 'Zion. and bringing into the told of Christ nu'» ami women of 

fmre minds, singleness of heart and devotion of soul ! It will he *i if we 
et our light shine as the Saviour has commanded. Then we might sing, 
with hearts lull of joy, 

"The hill of Zion yields 

A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, ' - . ' 

Or walk the golden streets." 

APPENDIX B. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article 1, This union of Churches shall be styled "The Coosa River 
Assooiatiox o? Baptist Churches." 

Art. 2. This Association shall meet annually, and be composed of Dele- 
gates from all the Churches which may connect themselves with this union ; 
and »-ach church may send three Delegates. 

Art. 3. Tho Churches conij>oging this body are expected to send with their 
Messengers, letters giving an uccount of their state ; the additions and 
diminutions during the year-; the whole number of members in fellowship ; 
aud whatever may relate to their peace and prosperity. The Letters shall 
be read and minuted accordingly. In the absence of a Letter from any 
church accrediting delegates, they shall be admitted to seats upou such, 
other evidence of their appoiutment as may be satisfactory to the Associa- 
tion. 

Art. 4. Wlien a Church shall neglect making any communication to tho 
Association for two years successively, it shall be considered as having 
withdrawu from us ; unless members of the Association request its contin- 
uance, when a Committee shall be appointed to inquire into its standing 
and report at the next meeting of the Association. 

Art. 5. At each session, a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer shall be 
chosen by ballot, who shall hold their office's until successors are elected. — 
The Moderator shall preside in the meetings of tlte Association and see 
that order is observed by all the members. 

The Clerk shall keep a faithful record of all business transacted during 
the session, and take charge of the documents belonging to the Association. 

The Treasurer shall receive all monies belongiug to the Association ; 
keep an accurate account of the same ; pay them out only by order of the 
Association, and make a report of the state of the treasury before the close 
of each session. . . 

,/irt. 6. Churches wishing to unite with this Association may apply by 
letter and messengers ; and, giving satisfactory information of their being 
sound »in doctrine and correct in practice, may be received. -, 

Art- 7. Any Church may withdraw at its own discretion, but the Asso- 
ciation may declare a dissolution of union with any church deemed corrupt 
in doctrine or disorderly in practice. 

Art. 8. We acknowledge the Independence of' Particular Churches, 
and -that no authority or jurisdiction is to be exercised over them by this 
Association ; nor will the Association decide in any controversy that may 
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fii'i»n In any partlefllftr church or between churches; nevertheless, we deem 
it our duty tn disown any church belonging to thin body which muv have 
essentially departed irtmi the faith, and to {rive advice to nuy of the con-. 
Mttuent churches that nay solicit it, hut oniy [far a due couuo of proced- 
ure according to the gospel shall have been pursued. 

Art. 9. Thin Association may open mid hold correspondence with other 
Associations or Baptist benevolent Institutions or Societies, a? may be 
deemed expedient, as ila di-sigu primarily is to promote the cause r true 
relii-ion Ijy I'rnter.tid intercourse, mutual counsel and the various exercise* 
ol Christian duty am) fellowship. 

Art. 10. The Association, during its session, shall appoint the time am} 
plaee of its ne.\t meeting ; select by ballot one or morn brethren to preach, 
on the occasion, and make any other appointments or transact any other 
business which may bo deemed expedient. 

Art 11. Th.s Constitution may lie altered op amended by two- thirds of 
the delegate* present at uiiy regular meeting. 

APPKXD1XC. 
CONSTITUTION 

OF THE COOSA IUVEU ASSOCIATION^ BIBI,E AND COLPORTEUR 
SOCIETY, AUXILIARY TO THE ALABAMA BAPTIST BJULE SOCIETY. 

Ant. 1. This Society shall be called the "Coosa ltivgr Aswociatioual 
lbble and Coljwrteur Society." 

Art. 2. The objects of tins Society shall be to aid in the circulation of 
the Bible and other religious and denuminatioual books, under the direction 
of the Parent Society. 

Art. 3. The officers of the Society shall be. n President, a Secretary 
and u Treasurer, whose duties shall be such as are usually perforated by 
such officer* in benevolent associations. ' | 

Art. 4, The annual meeting of the Society shall be held during the 
session of the Association, at which time a sermon shall be preached o? 
other address delivered suitable to the occasion ; officers elected and the 
1 reaiurer a report read. 

Art. o. Any person may become en annual member of this Societv by 
contributing to its funds. Auy person contributing tive dollars shall bo 
considered a distributing member, awl shall be entitled to one cony of the 
-Bible and o«e bundle of tracts for gratuitous distribution. 

Art. C. The Constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present at any regular meeting, 

APPENDIX D. 

The Committee on Obituaries report, 

In the wise and uurnistakeable dispensation of (iod's providence several 
of oar most highly esteemed brethren have been summoned from this the*, 
ter of toils and sufferings to the scene of heavenly glories. While we feel 
deeply afflicted at these removals, we would bow in humble submission to 
Jinn -'who works all things after the counsel of His own will." 

>:ider John Cakkkk died in September 1854, in the 46th year of his age 
after six years of ministerial labor. He Jived, after his conversion, almost 



without reproach, and his death was the logical conclusion of such » life.— 
He was timid, unobtrusive, meek aud humble. The type of his piety was 
of no ordinary kind,— his standard of Christian attainments was hVh, and 



the luliucuce exerted by hnn was such as naturally flows from the example 
and teaching* of one who was universally regarded as a model Christrian. 
lie was faithful in the service of his Master, his preaching was serious aud 
impressive, and his life was useful. 

Lebanon Church on the 7th of May, 1855, lost her tried and beloved 
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f^T\ir iU h AM , Cu "r Y ' aml * ! "' 3 *■»*.«» community lost a ben,- 
r.u.tor the church militant a soldier, who put on the armor of Pn, 

i^tln'attha; ****»?. »™ bff - **™f*?£ P^h..' 
interest in al that concerned iLs usefulness and prosperity Bro W. 

ST& parent t o« h nf '. ^ ***" \**fc2*5* ■» tb « Association* 
•*~^»o i V cause °* Missions, Educat on and all rwht nm. 

'Ki»?t ss J'irwir 'felt S2±s-i*5 

SnriV.o r in. k 3 ,° " g bp0, **' r L * d ** K *"W* «• preach by the Hi* 

£a! K^J r T in hi ? ^tendant* ujfon church duties ™d 1£ 
uonas in us worship. H» conduet was highly exemplary • he used hi« 
office *«!, -purchasing to htaadf a good de£Jand great &«*■"£? & 

H. E. TALIAFERRO, 

_„ „ Chairman. 

V 

me 

uess iiro iSfn. \i ^AH""* Br , M •. Garrett ; to vnte o» worUly-minded- 

Stive du£ of /S n '' °^, < S tie8 ° f * Wn * *»• »■ «• *ii«- J on 
nauuve duties of Churches and Pastors, Bro. Jordan Williams. 

,»„„ D BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 

-« alker Rkyxolps, . „ 

JLM.Uurbv, tVSBC 

' B. 1 . WuATIiKT. 
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DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

Jesse A. Com.ixb, Agent for the Domertio Mission Board of Southern 
Baptist Convention, acknowledges the following amounts, made 



and pledges, for Domestic 

River Association : 

Macedonia, 

Bine Eye, 

Kymolga, 

Refuge, 

Antioch, 

Bethlehem), 

Lebanon, 

Mount Zion, 

Good Hope, 

Collection at Association, 

Total amount collected, 

Allen Klston, 
George Hill, 
John Wilmer, 
From others, 



and Indian Missions, in the bounds of 



I 



18 

18 

6 

$ 

7 

28 



00 



To 
5U 



Hephzibah. 
Tallusthatchie, 
Talladega, 
20j Pine Spring, 
'^[Friendship, 
90|Cold Water, 



S 



44 00| Coosa Valley, 
44 00 
10 .00 



PLEDGES. 



>y c 


a.vh 


Coosa 


3 


CO 


36 


60 


176 


50 


16 


70 


31 


00 


44 


00 


25 


00 






51,9 
116 



40 
30 



10 

10 

10 

6 



00 
00 
00 
50 



* .634 .70 



$ 36 50 



Total in cash and pledges, 

Of the above sum, the following persons contributed 

Mission : 



to 



8 674 20 
Creek Indian 



Mrs, Sarah Ghent, 
T. G. Mattison, 
Benj. Mattison, 
Allen Elston, 
George Hill, 
Mrs. H. E. Reynolds, 



S 



10 
10 
10 
10 
10 



00 
00 

0(i 



John Wilmer, 
John Borders, 
Bethlehem Cbnrch, 



$ 



00 Mrs. L. W.Lawler, 



00 



J. A. Collins, 



10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
50 



00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 



50 00| Walker Reynolds, 
And God is able to make all grace abound toward you : that ye, always 
having all sufficiency in all, may abound to every good work ; being en- 
riched in everything to all bountifulness, which comet h through ug thanks- 
giving to God." i_| 
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STATISTICAL, TABLE. 



Names of the 

Churches. 



Amiii s i,y 



County. 



J |£ Iff 



uiin. 



by 



E.J5.1 o 












r rieuUsuip. .... 
Cold Water.. . . . 
Sulpher Springs 
Betnlehcm...... 

Antioch 

Salt Creek 

Salem. 

lilue Hyc , 

Refuge 

New Hope , 

Trout Creek 

Lebanon 

Good Hope , 

Heph'.bau , 

Tauadega 

Tallasehatubie. . . 

Kyinulga ... . 

Big Spring.- 

Spnug Greek... . 

Macedonia 

Mt. Pleasant 

Coosa Valley.... 

Mt. Zion... 

p'ort Williams. . . 

Fine Spriug 

Mount Ararat... 

Liberty. .,. 

Crooked Creek... 

Uniou 

Concord 

Hatchet Creek . . . 
Pleasant Hill.... 
Rocky Mount 



lieu ton. . . . 
1 Jentoli. . . . 

<vntou . . . 
xalludega. 

Talladega. 

.'alladcga . 
Talladega. 
Talladega . 
Talladega . 
St. Clair. . 
St. Clair... 
Talladega . 
I Talladega. 
Talladega. , 
Talladega.. 
Talladega . . 
Talladega . 

Shelby 

Shelby. . .,, 
St. Clair.. . . 
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